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DESCRIPTION 



CHECK ONE 

XORIGINALSITE 
—MOVED DATE. 



DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ” 

Quinn Chapel is a wel l-ma i nta ined brick and rusticated gray-stone building that 
faces west on Wabash Avenue. The exterior of the structure has remained vir- 
tually unchanged since its construction in 1391. 

The plan of Quinn Chapel is that of a Latin cross with the transept ends par- 
allel to the outer wall of the side aisles. The front facade has a central 
projecting gable with five colonnaded windows beneath a single arched window. 
Above the gable are five lancet windows arranged within an equilateral stone 
arch. A narrow rectangular opening is carved into the facade above the center 
of the arch just below the peak of the gabled roof. 

The facade is flanked by two square towers that terminate in hipped roofs as 
do the ends of the transept roofs. Each tower is fronted with a projecting 
gabled porch that leads to an arched entranceway. The tower at the northwest 
of the church is the taller. It houses the belfry which has four arched open- 
ings, each divided by a stone spandrel supported by a columned bullion. The 
tower at the southwest corner of the church has three arched openings just be- 
low its roof carved into both its west and south sides. 

The north side of the building faces Twenty-fourth Street and has a slightly 
projecting bay at the eastern corner. The bay features a qabled porch,’ simi- 
lar to the two on the west facade, leading to an arched entranceway. Between 
the bay and the northwest tower are four buttresses that separate five rect- 
angular windows.. Above each window is a tall sta i ned-g 1 ass lancet window. 

The gableo roof is punctuated by a series of five dormer windows. 

Quinn Chapel is a modified Romanesque-styled structure. The heavy appearance 
o the church, with rustication, arcades, and square towers, are reminiscent 
of eleventh-century German arch i tecture. Yet the Gothic elements of lancet 
windows and ornate portals give Quinn Chapel a refined look. 

The interior of Quinn Chapel exists today much as it did in 1891. The first 
floor houses the Sunday school and offices. The second floor houses the chapel. 
The original wooden pews are divided by two aisles and are slightly rounded so 
as to face the sanctuary, which features an organ that was an exhibition piece 
at the Columbian Expost ion in 1893. Behind the organ on the back wall of the 
sanctuary is a mural that depicts Christ's Resurrection. The mural was paint- 
ed m 1904 by Proctor Chisholm, a congregation member. A balcony with wooden 
pews extends along both sides and the rear of the chapel. The upper portion 

of the chapel's walls and Its vaulted ceiling are sheathed in painted sheets 
of pressed metal. 



CONDITION 

X-EXCE LLENT DETER IORATEO 

— GOOD RUINS 

— FAIR UNEXPOSED 



CHECK ONE 

^.UNALTERED 
— ALTERED 




SIGNIFICANCE 



PERIOD 




AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - 


CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 




—PREHISTORIC 


ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING 


—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 


X- RELIGION 


— 140CM4D9 


ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 


—CONSERVATION 


—LAW 


SCIENCE 


1500-1 599 


AGRICULTURE 


—ECONOMICS 


—LITERATURE 


SCULPTURE 


— 1600-1 B32 


— ARCHITECTURE 


—EDUCATION 


—MILITARY 


X-SOCIAL/HUMANITA.RIAN 


— 1700-1799 


—ART 


—ENGINEERING 


—MUSIC 


—THEATER 


„XlS00-1B&9 


COMM ERCC 


— EXPL0RATION/SE1TLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY 


—TRANSPORTATION 


_Xt900- 


COMMUNICATIONS 


—INDUSTRY 


POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 


—OTHER (SPECIFY! 






—INVENTION 







SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Quinn Chapel of the African Methodist Episcopal Church is significant for its 
historical associations with the oldest black congregation in Chicago. 

In 18H several black Chicagoans organized a non-sectarian prayer group which met 
weekly at the home of one of its members. in 1 047 the group organized as a con- 
gregation of the African Methodist Episcopal Church. The church was named Quinn 

Chapel after Bishop William Paul Quinn, circuit rider and key figure in the 

western advance of African Methodism. By 18^8, Quinn Chapel's congregation had 
more than fifty members, many of whom were ex-slaves. Not surpr i si ngl y, it 
played an active role In the abolition movement in Chicago. Shortly after Con- 
gress passed the Fuaative Slave Act in 1850, the congregation held a special 

meeting at which they resolved, “We will stand by our liberty at the expense of 

our lives, and wit 1 not consent to be taken into slavery or permit our brethren 
to be taken. 11 

Under the initiative of Thomas Farnsworth, Quinn's first pastor, the congrega- 
tion purchased land and, in 1853, built a church at the corner of Jackson and 
Federal Streets, now the site of the Monadnock Building. This structure was 
destroyed in the Chicago Fire of 1871 and the congregation was forced to hold 
services In temporary locations until 1876 when a new church was built on 
Federal Street just south of Van Buren. This church was used until lS^l when 
the building was sold in order to finance construction of the present Quinn 
Chapel . 

Along with St. Thomas Protestant Episcopal Church and Grace Presbyterian Church, 
Quinn Chapel has served as a focal point in the social and humanitarian activi- 
ties of Chicago's black elite. The congregation founded and nurtured such in- 
stitutions as the Elam Home, the Provident Hospital, the Wabash Avenue Y.M.C.A. 
and the Moseley Playground. Prominent members have included men such as John 
Day, an early Chicago businessman and barber; Adeibury H. Roberts, first black 
elected to the Illinois State Senate; and Robert R. Jackson, who served 21 years 
as an alderman in Chicago's City Council. 

Quinn Chapel today continues to exert a vital and stabilizing influence in the 
New South Side neighborhood where it is located. The building stands as 
testimony to the contributions that Quinn Chapel and its congregation have made 
to the city of Chicago and its black community. 
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
REGISTRATION FORM 

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to 
Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by 
marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being 
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, 
enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on continuation sheets 
(NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items. 



1. Name of Property 

histone name Quinn Chapel African Methodist Episcopal Church - 

other names/site number 



2. Location 



street & number 2401 South Wabash Avenue not for publication 

city or town Chicago vicinity N/A 

state Illinois code IL county Cook code 031 zip code 60616 



3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this nomination 

request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register 

of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the 

property meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 

nationally __ statewide locally. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 



Signature of certifying official Date 

State or Federal Agency or Tribal government 

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, tire property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See continuation sheet for 

additional comments.) 

Signature of commenting official/Title Date 



State or Federal agency and bureau 



American Indian Tribe 



Quinn Chapel AME Church 



Cook County, Illin ois 



4. National Park Service Certification 



I, hereby certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 

entered in the National Register 

_ See continuation sheet. 

determined eligible for the 

National Register 

_ See continuation sheet. 

removed from the National Register 



other (explain): 



5. Classification 



Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 
X private 

public-local 

public-State 

_ public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 

X building(s) 

_ district 
_ site 

structure 

_ object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
1 _____ buildings 

_____ s i tes 

structures 

objects 

Total 



Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 



Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 



N/A 








Quinn Chapel AME Church 



Cook County, Illinois 



6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

RELIGION/Religious facility 

* 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

RELIGION/Religious facility 



7. Description 



Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

LATE VICTORIAN: Gothic, Romanesque 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation stone 

roof asphalt 

walls stone, brick 

other stone 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 



See Continuation Sheets 





Quinn Chapel AME Church 



Cook County, Illinois 



8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register 
listing) 

X A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history. 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or represents the 

work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components lack individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield infonnation important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

X A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or a grave. 

D a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property. 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 

ARCHITECTURE 
ETHNIC HERITAGE: Black 

Period of Significance Significant Dates 

1891-1964 N/A 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Bui Ider 

Starbuck, Henry F. 

McAfee, Charles H. 



Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 






Quinn Chapel AME Church 



Cook County, Illinois 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 
Previous documentation on file (NPS) 

__ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been 
requested. 

X previously listed in the National Register 
__ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
_ designated a National Historic Landmark 

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 

_ recorded by Histone American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data 
_ State Historic Preservation Office 
_ Other State agency 

Federal agency 

X Local government 

University 

Other 

Name of repository: 



10. Geographical Data 



Acreage of Property less than one acre 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

1 Ho mm 

2 4 

__ See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 



11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Jason Berry 

organization date 10/2/06 

street & number 2439 High Street telephone (708) 396-3099 



city or town Blue Island 



state IL 



zip code 60406 



Quinn Chapel AME Church 



Cook County, Illinois 



Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 
Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 
Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 



Property Owner 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 
name Quinn Chapel African Methodist Episcopal Church 

street & number 2401 South Wabash Avenue telephone (312) 791-1846 

city or town Chicago state DL zip code 60616 



Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties 
for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in 
accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). A federal agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not 
required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to range from approximately 18 hours to 36 hours depending on several 
factors including, but not limited to, how much documentation may already exist on the type of property being nominated and whether the property is being 
nominated as part of a Multiple Property Documentation Form. In most cases, it is estimated to average 36 hours per response including the time for 
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form to meet minimum National Register documentation 
requirements. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park 
Service, 1849 C St., NW, Washington, DC 20240. 
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Narrative Description 

Quinn Chapel African Methodist Episcopal Church (AMEC) is located on the southeast comer of Wabash Avenue and Twenty- 
Fourth Street, at 2401 South Wabash Avenue in Chicago. Located on the near south side of Chicago, just north of what is now 
known as the Bronzeville neighborhood (and called, at the time of Quinn’s construction, the “Black Belt”), an important and 
historically black neighborhood. Since the nineteenth century Quinn Chapel has served uninterrupted as a place of worship. The 
present site was purchased in 1 890. Construction began in 1 891 and was completed in 1 892, with the interior finished in 1 894. 
Facing west on Wabash Avenue, the church is a msticated graystone and brick building. The architecture of Quinn Chapel is a 
reminder of the late-nineteenth century character of the area, and is a prime example of Romanesque and Gothic influences 
prevalent in Chicago’s architectural circles. In design, architects Henry F. Starbuck (exterior) and Charles H. McAfee (interior) 
successfully marry Romanesque massing to a family of Gothic details. The plan of Quimi Chapel is that of a Latin cross with the 
transept ends parallel to the outer wall of the side aisles. The building has a front-facing gable, with a cross gable to the rear 
(east) and a hipped roof over the north transept and front, west elevation towers. Two stories tall, with a half-story used in a rear 
cross gable, the building houses community and administrative services on the first floor, while the second story holds the 
sanctuary. The walls, towers, and buttresses on the west and north elevations, which face Wabash and Twenty-Fourth Street 
respectively, use Indiana limestone. The secondary south and east elevations are brick. Original wood doors and windows have 
survived. Windows are primarily fixed art glass lights, with some double-hung leaded glass sashes. Quinn Chapel remains one 
of the few surviving nineteenth century structures in the neighborhood. 

The Church Exterior 

The front, west elevation is divided visually into three parts: a central, gabled portion flanked on either side by a tower. The 
center, at the first floor, features a projecting gable with five colonnaded leaded-glass windows beneath a single arched window. 
The four dwarf columns that divide the five windows support a continuous block lintel. Over the lintel is a pointed arch transom, 
with leaded art glass, topped by a second arched lintel. Above the gable are five impressive lancet windows, the dominant visual 
element of the west elevation. All are leaded art glass and divided horizontally at bottom to create five smaller square lights. 
Together these are arranged within a broad, slightly pointed stone arch. These windows get progressively larger, with the tallest 
set beneath the point of the arch. A narrow rectangular opening is punched in above the center of the arch just below the peak of 
the gabled roof. Entrances are located on the flanking towers. Each tower is fronted with a shallow, projecting gabled porch that 
leads to an arched entranceway. To either side of both entrances is an engaged Romanesque dwarf column. Three stone steps 
lead to a recessed portal and an impressive pair of paneled wood doors with an arched leaded-glass transom above. The doors 
are flanked on each side by three Romanesque pilasters. Between the first floor’s gabled projection and the entryways are three 
windows, diminishing in size as they move toward the center of the building, corresponding to the interior’s stairwell. Above 
each group of three windows is a single arched window. These single windows along with the window above the colonnaded 
group at center light the narthex; each is crowned with an arched lintel. A stringcourse of dressed stone marks the division of the 
first floor and the second story sanctuary. Of the building’s two towers, the one set to the north is taller. Both have tall, three- 
part lancet windows that light the stairwell inside each tower. The window is finished with an arched lintel. The north tower 
houses the belfry, which has three pointed arch openings, one facing west, one north, and another south. Each opening is divided 
by a stone spandrel supported by a column mullion. Over the arch is a foliate freeze just below the tower’s hipped roof. The 
tower is topped by a cross. There is a corbelled turret in the northwest comer of the tower. The south tower also has three 
openings completed here as a group of three pointed arches, one group facing west, one group south, and another group east, all 
below a hipped roof. To either side of the arch groups on the south tower the comer is decorated with msticated pilasters 
decorated with a foliate base and a small, Romanesque cushion capital. 
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The north elevation faces Twenty-Fourth Street. The elevation has a slightly projected bay toward its rear (east) that corresponds 
to the transept of the sanctuary’s plan. The bay features a gabled porch, similar in massing to the two on the west elevation, 
leading to an arched portal and a simplified side entrance. The portal holds a pair of wood doors beneath a clear arched transom. 
Above the entrance is a single art glass sash and a sanctuary balcony window set within a pointed arch. Five more balcony 
windows run east along the elevation. All balcony windows feature a large round art glass pattern set within the squat pointed 
arch. The windows west of the side entrance are separated into five bays by stone buttresses. Here, first story windows are 
double-hung sashes. Over these are paired, art glass lancet windows. Above the balcony are five shed roof dormers, each 
holding a pair of lancet sashes. 

The north tower holds two lancet windows at the first floor, and a tall three-part window lights the stairwell, completed like that 
found on the west elevation. Beneath the rear cross gable is a large pointed arch art glass window set above three grouped double 
hung sashes. Below on the first floor are three lancet windows. 

The south elevation shares a similar fenestration plan to the north elevation, minus the hipped roof transept projection and the 
elaborate art glass found beneath the rear cross-gable on the north elevation. The tower is completely sheathed in Indiana 
limestone while the remainder of the elevation is brick. Tower fenestration is the same as found on the north. To the rear of the 
tower there are six windows across the first floor plus an extra pair of lancet windows on the second floor (the extra window bay 
corresponds to the side entrance on the north elevation). Between the sanctuary windows and the rear cross gable are two narrow 
sashes, one on each floor, which light a rear stairwell. The first story window here has been filled with glass block while the 
second story window is a double-hung, one over one sash. There are three double-hung sashes inside the rear, south facing 
gable. 

The east elevation faces an alley and offers very little in the way of detailing. There are five evenly ranked windows on the first 
floor all filled with glass block. The second floor holds three paired sashes of leaded glass completed with a lozenge pattern. A 
gabled bay window emerges near the southern comer (with one over one sashes in each of its three sides). 

The Church Interior 



The first floor houses the Sunday school, offices, and a kitchen. The space is divided by three rows of five columns with egg- 
and-dart capitals supporting cushions decorated with rosettes. There are four offices along the south wall. Each has a paneled 
wood door with an upper four pane light, a two-pane transom, plus two large picture windows over wainscoting, each with four 
pane transoms. Paneled doors to the east lead to classrooms and the kitchen, as well as other service areas. Stairs from the west 
entrances take visitors to the second story sanctuary. Stairways from the north and south lead to a shared landing before 
continuing up to the enclosed narthex, lit from the west by three leaded glass windows, each with a painted medallion. Entrances 
to the sanctuary are found to the north and south. Both sanctuary entrances have paired paneled wood doors. 

The second floor sanctuary has a broad, airy nave, and natural light pours in from the north, west, and south. The church can 
accommodate 1 ,200 people. There are two aisles leading from the rear of the chapel to the front. The original oak pews have 
remained. The pews are slightly curved and the floor slopes down toward the alter, a popular protestant effect. Pews fan out to 
face the sanctuary, focusing the congregation’s attention on the pulpit. The entire pulpit is enframed by a proscenium arch, 
which springs from two block columns, one on each side. Choir seating is behind a chancel, which also holds the church’s 
magnificent William H. Delle pipe organ, purchased by the congregation from the 1893 German Pavilion at the World’s 
Columbian Exposition in Chicago. While some pipes are visible from the sanctuary, the majority are located behind two groups 
of screens located to either side of the apse. The back wall of the apse features a large mural of Christ’s Resurrection, painted by 
Quinn congregant Proctor Chisholm in 1904. Chisholm depicts Jesus, Mary, and the angels as Africans, a symbolic act of 
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defiance to the prevailing and hostile racism of the time, and one that remains a reminder of the strong activist ties the 
congregation has nurtured. 

Four-grouped cast iron columns support a wraparound gallery with five columns to the north and south and two at the rear. A 
single cast iron column rises from the balcony above each of the five side aisle columns to support decorative arch-braced wood 
trusses. The upper portion of the chapel’s walls and its cathedral ceiling are sheathed in painted sheets of pressed metal. A 1994 
inspection by Inspired Partnership described Quinn Chapel’s ceiling as “arguably the finest surviving tin ceiling in the entire city 
today.” 1 Pressed metal panels also decorate the ceiling beneath the gallery as well as the balcony railing. The sides of the 
sanctuary are finished in wainscoting; these and other wood elements found in the sanctuary, such as door frames and window 
casings, as well as stair railings, are all stained dark and were grained to look like hardwood before being varnished. 

Stenciled decorative finishes can be found throughout the sanctuary, as well as in the vestibules and halls. An impressive foliate 
pattern faces the sanctuary over the proscenium arch, and elements are repeated between windows along the side aisles. The 
windows are glazed with translucent art glass in pastel shades. The pink, peach, and yellow glass found throughout the sanctuary 
was chosen to compliment the original color scheme. The design and pastel colors are typical of the late-nineteenth century. 

The art glass windows feature both opalescent and translucent glass, and a number of specialty pieces were used, including ripple 
glass, faceted jewels, and roundels, as well as painted medallions and religious symbols. The six pairs of art glass windows 
along the south elevation, plus the five pairs and single sash along the north elevation, light the main floor of the sanctuary. 
Above the balcony’s six arched windows, the five dormers have a clerestory-like effect from the nave as the roof thrusts upward 
on its wood trusses above the lower ceilings over the gallery’s sides. Six king-post trusses span the apex of the sanctuary, 
completed with seven arched members. The five lancet windows, illuminating the sanctuary from the west, are set above the 
rear of the balcony, which extends the sanctuary space over the narthex below. 

Integrity 



The exterior of the structure, designed by Henry F. Starbuck, has remained virtually unchanged since its construction was 
completed 1 892. The only visible alteration to the exterior of the building is the loss of the original black slate roof, possibly 
from a December 8, 1 95 l # fire (the roof is now covered with asphalt shingles), and the assumed loss of a conical roof over the 
north tower turret. The interior of Quinn Chapel, designed by Charles H. McAfee, exists today much as it did in 1890s: the 
William H. Delle pipe organ has been in continuous use since 1893, and the original pews, art glass windows, sanctuary 
furnishings installed in 1 894, and the altar accessories from 1 898, have remained intact giving the space a remarkable 
authenticity. A 1 994 inspection found the church well-constructed with load-bearing masonry foundations and walls of 
limestone and brick. Walls are plumb and structural members are in good condition. The leaded glass is sound, and windows 
have retained their wood sashes, although some sanctuary windows on the main floor were divided to include aluminum sash 
ventilators. Other changes include the installation of new chandeliers and a remodeling the pulpit and choir loft in 1950. While 
there are soiled and faded finishes, the interior remains, in the estimation of the Inspired Partnership inspectors, “simply 
stunning.” 2 



1 Inspired Partnerships, Quinn Chapel Inspection, ca. 1994, Quinn Chapel Archives, Chicago: 4. 
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